Technology, copyright law and the future: the Australian Music industry.

ABSTRACT
The Australian music industry is at an historic cross road considering the challenges
from technological ad vances that it has faced in recent years. It is an industry that
has long relied on copyright law for the protection of its income streams. Howe ver
the ease with which everyday consumers flaunt the law and the general apathy
that society has towards it has generated a need to either change the laws or
change the business model that the industry has relied on for the past 100 years. This
paper examines the failure of existing copyright laws in the face of changing
technology and the likely impact of changes currently under consideration. It also
proposes alternative models whereby the music industry and creators could
embrace technological change rather than resist it.
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